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STONE SELECTION
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•	 Guidance on planning your visit to our 

locations 

•	 Common countertop edges that most 

fabricators offer

•	 Common stone finishes that we may carry

•	 Common stone types that we may order

•	 Tips on product maintenance

•	 FAQs

•	 Regions that we cover for delivery

In this guide, 
we will provide 
an over view of

s e l e c t i o n  g u i d e

ABOUT
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Commercial name: 

Natural Granite

 

Basalt and gabbro, often called 

granite in countertops, share traits 

like hardness and heat resistance. 

Black granites are often basalt 

or gabbro, suitable for modern 

design. Basalt is fine-grained and 

forms from lava, while gabbro is 

coarse-grained. Despite density, 

they need sealing to avoid stains, 

and their pricing aligns with 

natural granite.

GRANITE

BASSALT/GABBRO

Commercial name: 

Natural Granite

 

Granite countertops offer 

strength, heat resistance, and 

varied aesthetics. Composed 

of quartz, different types of 

feldspars, micas, hornblende, and 

varying amounts of aluminum, 

calcium, iron, and magnesium. 

Granite is porous, requiring 

sealing to prevent stains. 

Affordable, widely available, and 

durable, it’s a popular choice for 

countertops.

Commercial name: 

Natural Marble

 

Calcite slabs are white, 

translucent, and may have light 

veins. They differ in durability 

from quartz, and pose fabrication 

challenges due to coarse grain. 

Calcite is soft, prone to scratches, 

etching, and staining. Sealing is 

necessary. Understand the pros 

and cons before choosing calcite 

for kitchen countertops; it’s better 

suited for bathrooms.

LAPITEC

CALCITE

Commercial name: 

Sintered Stone 

 

Lapitec is a natural mixture of 

incredibly pure mineral powders 

(Anorthite, Wollastonite, Mullite, 

Albite, Corundum, Zircon and 

Hematite), which are compacted 

together using exclusive, 

patented production technology; 

the result is large slabs with 

surfaces that are identical to 

their sides and center. Lapitec 

does not contain any resin or oil 

derivatives.

Commercial name: 

Natural Marble

 

Dolomite is slightly harder than 

marble, softer than granite, and 

prone to scratches. Dolomite 

resists acids better than marble, 

but it can still etch. It’s suitable 

for countertops but lacks the 

durability of granite or quartzite. 

Dolomite is porous and requires 

sealing to prevent stains. This 

stone needs careful maintenance, 

making it important to consider 

before kitchen use.

MARBLE

DOLOMITE

Commercial name: 

Natural Marble 

 

Natural marble, a timeless 

countertop choice, boasts flowing 

veins and earth tones suitable for 

any decor. However, it’s porous 

and soft, prone to scratching, 

staining, and etching from acidic 

substances. Consider Honed 

finished marble which can help 

minimize the effects of etching 

and hide some of the wear over 

time. Marble requires sealing to 

prevent staining.
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Commercial name: 

Natural Quartzite 

 

Meta-Sandstone resembles 

quartzite in appearance but 

lacks complete metamorphism, 

making it porous and prone to 

staining.  It shares similarities with 

natural quartzite and surpasses 

traditional granite materials. 

It requires careful sealing, is 

more brittle than quartzite, and 

demands cautious handling. 

While heat and scratch-resistant, 

regular sealing is essential. 

META-SANDSTONE

SCHIST

Commercial name: 

Natural Granite 

 

Schist, now utilized in granite 

countertops, offers natural 

sparkle from mica. Advances in 

processing make it suitable for 

kitchen use, despite fragility. 

Formed from mudstone/shale 

or igneous rock, it splits into thin 

pieces. While porous, requiring 

sealing, its fragility demands care, 

and polishing may yield non-

uniform finishes.

Commercial name: 

Natural Quartzite 

 

Natural Quartzite, distinct from 

Engineered Quartz, is popular for 

its durable surface, resembling 

marble. Formed from sandstone 

with heat and pressure, it’s 

naturally heat and scratch-

resistant. Quartzite, needing 

sealing like other natural stones, 

is pricier than granite but ideal for 

heavy-use spaces like kitchens.

QUARTZITE

SM MARBLE

Commercial name: 

Engineereed Marble 

 

Santamargherita Marble, a man-

made material, mimics natural 

stone’s beauty with consistent 

colors. Created through a 

vibrocompression vacuum 

process, it combines marble 

aggregates, minerals, and resin. 

Scratches, etches, and stains 

like natural marble, so it’s ideal 

for bathrooms, walls, and floors. 

Requires sealing due to its 

porosity.

Commercial name: 

Natural Quartzite  

 

Sandstone, uncommon for 

kitchen countertops due to 

brittleness, suits exteriors and 

rustic settings. Comprising 

sand-size grains and a binding 

material, it’s heat-resistant but 

porous. Regular sealing minimizes 

staining, and its fragility warrants 

suitability assessment for 

intended use, making it ideal for 

exterior or decorative purposes.

SANDSTONE

SM QUARTZ

Commercial name: 

Engineereed Quartz 

 

Santamargherita Quartz 

offers high durability and low 

maintenance. Crafted through 

a vibrocompression vacuum 

process, it combines quartz, 

stone aggregates, minerals, and 

bonding agents. Generally not 

requiring sealing, it’s ideal for 

kitchen countertops, bathrooms, 

and heavy indoor use due to 

its scratch, impact, and acid 

resistance.
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PRODUCT 
MAINTENACE

GET TO KNOW YOUR STONE 

The first step in proper stone care and maintenance is to understand your stones geological classification and composition. This information will help you to 

identify what cleaning products to use and how best to care for your natural stone.

Natural stone is categorized into three basic geological classifications by their respective formation processes: Sedimentary, Metamorphic and igneous. 

Additionally, stones in each category can be either Calcareous or Siliceous.

Calcareous stone is composed mainly of calcium carbonate, a chemical compound commonly found in natural stone, shells and pearls. Calcium Carbonate is 

sensitive to acidic solutions so mild, non-acidic cleaners are recommended.

Siliceous stone, as the term implies, is one composed primarily of silicates, such as quartz, feldspar, mica, etc. as such, a siliceous stone is generally resistant 

to most acids found in kitchen settings, although acidic cleaners are still not recommended, as these stones may contain trace levels of minerals that are acid 

sensitive.

The following chart will be a helpful guide:

SUPPORT: PRODUCT MAINTENANCE

 
Sedimentary

 
Metamorphic

 
Igneous

 
 

Calcerous

 
Limestone,  

Travert ine,  Onyx

 
 

Marble,  Serpent ine

 
 

Si l iceous

 
 

Sandstone

 
Slate, 

Quartz i te,  Soapstone

 
 

Granite
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PRODUCT 
MAINTENACE

CLEANING PRODUCTS

•	 Many suppliers offer products used for stone cleaning.

•	 Products containing lemon, vinegar or other acids may dull or etch calcareous stones.

•	 Scouring powders or creams often contain abrasives that may scratch certain stones.

•	 Many commercially available rust removers (laundry rust stain removers, toilet bowl cleaners) contain trace levels of hydrofluoric acid (HF). This acid 

attacks silicates in addition to other minerals. All stones, including granite and quartzite, will be attacked if exposed to HF. There are specific products 

designed to remove rust from natural stone.

•	 Do not mix ammonia and bleach. This combination creates a toxic and lethal gas.

SEALING 

Sealing is a common step taken on some stones as an extra precaution against staining. In fact, the sealing products used in the stone industry are 

impregnators which do not actually seal the stone, but more correctly act as a repellent rather than a sealer. Sealing does not make the stone stain proof, 

rather it makes the stone more stain resistant. When consulting with your stone supplier, you may find that many stones do not require sealing. However, 

applying an impregnating sealer is a common practice.

When considering sealing, remember that sealing the stone does not make the stone stain proof, it makes it more resistant to staining.

If a sealer is applied in a food preparation area, be sure that it is non-toxic and safe for use.

Consult with your supplier or sealing manufacturer specific to the type of sealer and frequency of use recommended.

SUPPORT: PRODUCT MAINTENANCE
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PRODUCT 
MAINTENACE

STAIN IDENTIFICATION TIPS

Identifying the type of stain on the stone surface is the key to removing it. Stains can be oil based, organic, metallic, biological, ink based, paint based, acid 

based. If you dont know what caused the stain, consider likely staining agents that may have been present. Here are some questions you consider:

•	 Where is the Stain Located?

•	 Is it near a plant, a food service area, an area where cosmetics are used?

•	 What color is it?

•	 What is the shape or pattern?

•	 What occurs in the area around the stain?

STAIN REMOVAL TIPS 

Surface stains can often be removed by cleaning with an appropriate cleaning product or household chemical.

 

WHAT TYPE OF STAIN IS IT? 

The following sections describe the types of stains you may have to deal with and the appropriate household chemicals to use and how to prepare and apply 

a poultice to remove the stain.

•	 Oil-based (grease, plumbers putty, tar, cooking oil, milk, cosmetics) An oil-based stain will darken the stone and normally must be chemically dissolved 

so the source of the stain can be flushed or rinsed away. Clean gently with a soft, liquid cleanser with one of the following: household detergent, mineral 

spirits, or acetone.

•	 Organic (coffee, tea, wine, fruit, tobacco, paper, food, urine, leaves, bark, bird droppings) May cause a pinkish-brown stain and may disappear after the 

source of the stain has been removed. Outdoors, with the sources removed, sun and rain action will generally bleach out the stains. Indoors, clean with 12% 

hydrogen peroxide (hair bleaching strength) and a few drops of ammonia.

•	 Metal (iron, rust, copper, bronze) Iron or rust stains are orange to brown in color and follow the shape of the staining object such as nails, bolts, screws, 

cans, flower pots, metal furniture. Copper and bronze stains appear as green or muddy-brown and result from the action of moisture on nearby or 

SUPPORT: PRODUCT MAINTENANCE
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SUPPORT: PRODUCT MAINTENANCE

embedded bronze, copper or brass items. Metal stains must be removed with a poultice. (See website on Using a Poultice. Deep-seated, rustystains are 

extremely difficult to remove and the stone may be permanently stained.

•	 Biological (algae, mildew, lichens, moss, fungi) Clean with diluted cleaning solution. Use a 1/2 cup of any of the following: ammonia, bleach, or hydrogen 

peroxide and a gallon of water. Reminder: do not mix bleach and ammonia.

•	 Ink (magic marker, pen, ink) On light colored stones, clean with bleach or hydrogen peroxide. On dark colored stones, clean with lacquer thinner or 

acetone.

•	 Paint Small amounts can be removed with lacquer thinner or scraped off carefully with a razor blade. Heavy paint coverage should be removed only with 

a commercial heavy liquid paint stripper available from hardware stores and paint centers. These strippers normally contain caustic soda or lye. Do not use 

acids or flame tools to strip paint from stone. Paint strippers can etch the surface of the stone; repolishing may be necessary. Follow the manufacturers 

directions for use of these products, and flush the area thoroughly with clean water. Protect yourself with rubber gloves and eye protection, and work in a 

well-ventilated area. Use only wood or plastic scrapers for removing the sludge and curdled paint. Normally, latex and acrylic paints will not cause staining. 

Oil-based paints, linseed oil, putty, caulks and sealants may cause oily stains. Refer to the section on oil-based stains.

•	 Water Spots and Rings (surface accumulation of hard water) Buff with dry 0000 steel wool.

•	 Fire and Smoke Damage Older stones and smoke or firestained fireplaces may require a thorough cleaning. When the smoke is removed, there may also 

be some etching (due to carbonic & other acids in smoke). Commercially available smoke removers may save time and effort.

•	 Etch Marks (caused by acids left on the surface of the stone) Some materials will etch the finish but not leave a stain. Others will both etch and stain. 

Contact your stone dealer or call a professional stone restorer for refinishing or repolishing etched areas.

•	 Efflorescence (a white powder that may appear on the surface of the stone) It is caused by the deposition of mineral salts carried by water from below 

the surface of the stone. When the water evaporates, it leaves the powdery substance. If the installation is new, dust mop or vacuum the powder. You 

may have to do this several times as the stone dries out. Do not use water to remove the powder; it will only temporarily disappear. If the problem persists, 

contact your installer to help identify and remove the cause of the moisture.

•	 Scratches and Nicks Slight surface scratches may be buffed with dry 0000 steel wool. Deeper scratches and nicks in the surface of the stone should be 

repaired and repolished by a professional.

•	 Using a Poultice Go to https://www.naturalstoneinstitute.org/consumers/stains/ for more information, or call a stone professional (recommended).

Natural Stone Easy to Clean and Maintain!

Call your professional stone supplier, installer or a restoration specialist for problems that appear too difficult to handle.

Care and Maintenance information provided by the Natural Stone Institute
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FAQ’S
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Natural Stone pg. 16

Santamargherita Marble pg. 17-18 
Santamargherita Quartz pg. 18-19 

Santamargherita Surfalite pg. 19-20 
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Vadara Quartz 22-23

FAQ’S: STONE



QAre you open to the public? 

A. Yes. We are open to the public and highly 

recommend you visit any one of our locations 

to see the large variety of natural and enginee-

red stone products in person. It’s the best way to 

educate yourself about our stones, match colors, 

gather ideas, appreciate the beauty of the stone 

and find the perfect stone slab for your project. 

Q. Do you sell to the public? 

A. No. We are a direct importer and wholesaler of 

stone slabs but do not provide fabrication or ins-

tall services or transactions to the general public. 

We sell our products to the consumer though a 

network of fabricators and industry professionals. 

We can assist you with selecting the perfect sto-

ne for your project and then guide you through 

the process of finding a fabricator to help bring 

the finished product to life. See our Fabricator 

Finder for help locating a fabricator within our 

distribution area. 

Q. Why can’t I see the exact price? 

A. Verona Marble doesn’t sell directly to the pu-

blic. That’s why you don’t see prices on our we-

bsite. We sell our products to the consumer 

though a network of fabricators and industry 

professionals who have access to pricing for the 

Verona Marble products you prefer. See our Fa-

bricator Finder for help locating a fabricator wi-

thin our distribution area. 

Q. What are the differences in stones? 

A. See our Stone Types page for a detailed des-

cription of the various stone types sold through 

Verona Marble, to help you decide what stone 

type is the best fit for your design and applica-

tion. 

Q. What caused the green/blue-green stain in 

my granite countertop? 

A. It’s possible that the green/blue-green stain 

was caused by an activator found in chip re-

pair kits. If activator spray is applied too heavily, a 

green coloration may appear within a couple of 

days. Activators react with iron or copper mine-

rals in the stone, which creates the green color. 

The staining commonly appears along the ed-

ges for the most part, however the staining can 

also appear on the surface. A possible solution is 

to use the Tenax TeBlossom Green Stain Remo-

val Kit. 

Q. Will my stone have visible seams? 

A. Most stone installations will require a seam. 

During design & layout, you can work with your 

fabricator to try to minimize the number of 

seams and to locate them in a less conspicuous 

area.
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FAQ’S: GENERAL



GRANITE 

Q. Does my Natural Granite countertop con-

tain Radon? 

A. Studies conducted by respected scientis-

ts have found that the granite most commonly 

used in U.S. countertops is safe for use in ho-

mes. In fact, the highest radon emissions ever 

reported in these studies would create concen-

trations that are significantly lower than EPA gui-

delines to take any action. The primary source of 

radon in any structure is most likely to be the soil 

beneath it. If, however, you are concerned about 

the radon concentration levels in your home, you 

should have the overall air quality tested by a re-

putable radon testing organization. You can also 

refer to the “Truth About Radon” documentation 

found in the Technical Documents library. 

 
MARBLE 

Q. Can I use Natural Marble in the Kitchen? 

A. There is much debate about this, and you 

will find opinions on the internet, from yes to no 

and everywhere in between. The simple answer 

is yes; natural marble can be used as a kit-

chen countertop material. With that said, the-

re is much to consider when doing this. Marble is 

considered a soft stone, so when used in a harsh 

environment like the kitchen, things can happen. 

Marble can scratch fairly easy. Marble can also 

etch fairly easy when exposed to acidic produc-

ts. Lastly, marble is porous, so it can stain. With 

that said, you may be the type of person who is 

OK with all that. If so, marble might be a good 

product for you. If not, you may want to consider 

using some other product like engineered quartz 

that has a very similar look yet provides a strong 

and durable surface without the drawbacks of a 

natural marble. 

 

QUARTZITE 

Q. Is Quartz and Quartzite the same thing? 

A. Quartz and Quartzite are not the same thing, 

although it’s easy to see how the terms can get 

confusing. The term “Quartz” in the countertop 

industry, typically refers to Engineered Quartz, 

which is a man-made product made from natu-

ral quartz aggregate combined with polyester or 

other types of resin adhesive. Quartzite is a den-

se, hard metamorphic quartz based natural sto-

ne typically formed from sandstone. 
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FAQ’S: STONE - NATURAL - GRANITE - MARBLE - QUARTZITE
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FAQ’S: STONE - SM MARBLE
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FAQ’S: STONE - SM MARBLE - SM QUARTZ
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FAQ’S: STONE - SM QUARTZ - SM SURFALITE
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FAQ’S: STONE - SM SURFALITE - LAPITEC
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FAQ’S: STONE - LAPITEC
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FAQ’S: STONE - VADARA



,

23

VERONA MARBLE COMPANY

FAQ’S: STONE - VADARA
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TEXAS | LOUISIANA | MISSISSIPPI | S.E. ARKANSAS | TENNESSEE

OKLAHOMA | KANSAS | MISSOURI

NORTHERN ARKANSAS | MISSOURI

Ships from: VMC Dallas  |  4879 Olson Drive Dallas, TX 75227  |  (214)381-8405

Ships from: VMC Oklahoma  |  2325 West Vancouver Broken Arrow, OK 74012  |  (918)251-9655

Ships from: VMC Arkansas  |  304 Commercial Ave Lowell, AR 72745  |  (479)751-3854

REGIONS FOR DELIVERY


